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 Originally called Decoration Day, from the early tradition of decorating graves with 
flowers, wreaths and flags, Memorial Day is a day for remembrance of those who have died 
in service to our country. It was first widely observed on May 30, 1868 to commemorate the 
sacrifices of Civil War soldiers, by proclamation of Gen. John A. Logan of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, an organization of former Union sailors and soldiers. 
 
 During that first national commemoration, former Union Gen. and sitting Ohio 
Congressman James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, after which 
5,000 participants helped to decorate the graves of the more than 20,000 Union and 
Confederate soldiers who were buried there. 
 
 This national event galvanized efforts to honor and remember fallen soldiers that 
began with local observances at burial grounds in several towns throughout the United 
States following the end of the Civil War, such as the May 1, 1865 gathering in Charleston, 
South Carolina organized by freed slaves to pay tribute and give proper burial to Union 
troops. 
 
 In 1873, New York was the first state to designate Memorial Day as a legal holiday. By 
the late 1800s, many more cities and communities observed Memorial Day, and several 
states had declared it a legal holiday. 
 
 After World War I, it became an occasion for honoring those who died in all of 
America’s wars and was then more widely established as a national holiday throughout the 
United States. 
 
 In 1971, Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act and established that 
Memorial Day was to be commemorated on the last Monday of May. 
 
 Memorial Day is commemorated at Arlington National Cemetery each year with a 
ceremony in which a small American flag is placed on each grave. Traditionally, the 
President or Vice President lays a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

Did you know? 

 

“We do not know one promise these men made, one pledge they gave, one 
word they spoke; but we do know they summed up and perfected, by one 
supreme act, the highest virtues of men and citizens. For love of country 
they accepted death, and thus resolved all doubts, and made immortal 

their patriotism and their virtue.” 

– James A. Garfield, May 30, 1868, Arlington National Cemetery 
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Triennial Election May 27th 

 



Check out the Triennial Election Guide that  

was sent previously via text messages.  

It can also be found on our local website at  

https://region8.uaw.org/uaw-local-

2069/2026-triennial-election-guide  

 

Triennial Election Guide 

 



 
 
 

QR Codes For Negotiation Ideas 

 

               Salary     Hourly          Skilled Trades  



 

Please use the following link to sign up to receive a UAW Local 2069 t-shirt 

from UAW Local 2069. Deadline to sign up through this link is May 28th.  

https://form.jotform.com/261346009029049  

UAW Local 2069 T-Shirt Sign Up 

 



 
 
 

Cruise In at the Hall 

 



 
 
 

Remembering Our Past 

 



Veteran’s T-Shirts For Sale 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

June 2026 

 

 
  1st , 3rd  
  & 2nd shift  
Maintenance 
Meetings 

2nd shift 
& Salary 
Meetings 


