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On September 22, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln issued the initial Emancipation
Proclamation, the initial promise from the Federal Government to end the practice of

slavery across the nation, including the seceding southern states. The proclamation was to
take effect beginning January 1st, 1863. 

The proclamation's enforcement followed the advancement of federal troops, freeing
enslaved people from plantations as the successes following Gettysburg began to mount.
With the Confederate army beginning to falter, many slaveholders fled to Texas, the final

state to withstand the proclamation. 
Despite General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox in April 1865, members of the

Confederate army continued to hold out until June 2nd of that year. As the Union began its final
occupation of the state of Texas, Union General Gordon Granger arrived at Galveston and

announced the freedom of all enslaved people in the state. On June 19, 1865, the last enslaved
American was freed from bondage in the United States. This is why we celebrate Juneteenth, to

commemorate the moment the United States finally abolished the greatest horror in our history. As
we approach this day of celebration, we should all take a moment to reflect, to remind ourselves

that we are all people, deserving of respect and kindness. That how we treat our neighbor is a
reflection of ourselves, and that all people, regardless of race, color, creed, religion, orientation, or

gender, we are all one community, and stand in solidarity for a better future. 
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